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LIVELIHOOD AND PSYCHOLOGICAL WELL-BEING IMPACT OF COVID - 18 LOCK
DOWN PERIOD ON DAILY WAGE EARNERS
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INTRODUCTION

Outbreak of Covid — 19 lockdown period, and nationwide unprecedented lockdown has

brought a grinding halt to economic activities which adversely affecting the life and livelihood daily
wage workers. They have to struggle to safeguard themselves from lockdown period threat and to
fight for survival due to loss of livelihood. Since the time of Covid-19 lockdown, there has been a
severe crisis of employment opportunities in local lnbour markets. Disadvantaged social groups have
been most affected by the novel coronavirus outbreak doe to lack of education and employment,
according to The Indien Statistical Institute. According to the 1LO report around 400 million people
waorking in India's informal economy might sink deeper inlo poverty.

Strict lockdown restrictions halted most economic nctivities and caused millions of daily

wage earnérs 1o Jose their employment opportunities and revenue streams. Information compiled by

the Centre for Monitoring Indian Economy showed that the unemployment rate in both rural and
urban areas rose sharply in late March. It remained relatively high in April. before showing signs of
improvement starting in May when some activities resumed. According to the media report on &
nutional level, India publishes a periodic labor force survey over |2-month periods. In the latest
figures released for the fiscal year 2018-2019, data showed the unemployment rate fell 1o 5.8% fram
4 more than four-decade high the previous vear.

The Covid -19 pandemic and the resulting lockdown have negatively affected daily workers

mental health and created new difficulties for people already suffering from mental illness and
substance depression severity. As the acute crisis upends almost all aspecis of society, daily wage
workers shoulder the burden of systematic unpreparedness.

STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM

The Covid -19 lockdown period has led to great implications on daily wage earners, There is

a significant amount of income loss for households and struggle for their livelihoods which has
further compounded into threating them into severe poverty and ill health. The current Covid -19

Page | 88

Copyright (@ 2021 Author



